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Even with all the words in the English language, sometimes it’s
difficult to know what to say. Nick loves to play soccer and doesn’t
think anything else matters. His dad uses big words and makes
Nick read the dictionary, but Nick doesn’t see the point. At school,
the librarian tries anything he can to get Nick to settle down
and read a book, but there can’t possibly be any book that’s
better than soccer. But then Nick’s life starts getting a little more
complicated. He thought his family was perfect, but his mom and
dad tell Nick that they’re going to separate. A beautiful girl named
April seems to be interested in him, but he doesn’t know how to
be smooth around her. Nick also realizes that he might not always
have soccer in his life, and so he needs to figure out who he is
when he’s off the field. As he tries to make sense of it all, Nick
finds that having the right words could come in handy, after all.
Booked is the perfect companion novel to Kwame Alexander’s
award-winning novel The Crossover, but it can also stand alone as
its own story. Where The Crossover focuses on basketball, Booked
follows a completely new character whose passion is soccer.
Booked is written in the same style as The Crossover. Both books
are composed of poems in varying styles and varying lengths.
Even with the poetry, the book still manages to maintain an
elegant narrative structure, and the plot is not difficult to follow.
In fact, the writing is very fast-paced and may be ideal for readers
with short attention spans who struggle to find books that they
enjoy. The characters in The Crossover are in the same age range
as the characters from Booked, and though they experience some
of the same issues, they also lead completely different lives, so
Booked tackles new problems within the family and at school.
Booked is a fabulous read for any personality. The reader doesn’t
need to know much about sports to feel connected to Nick and
enjoy his story.
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